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The 12th Annual Joel Zeff 

Oak Park High School Big-Time Big-Money Scholarship for the Pursuit of 

Higher Learning, Fun, and Creativity

Scholarship Application Instructions

Who is eligible: All Senior students attending Oak Park High School who are planning to attend a university, college or trade school. Applicants entering the military who are deferring their education are also eligible to apply.

The Scholarship: A one-time $1,000 or $500 scholarship will be awarded to one or two students who communicate passion, creativity, and energy. The scholarship can be used for any college or higher learning expense. 

What you have to do: Applicants are asked to write a short essay no longer than two pages. The content of the essay is completely up to the applicant. You can write about your goals, dreams, career ambitions, financial need or anything else that communicates your passion. Be creative. Be concise. Write about something you care about. Write about what you want to do with your life. Write about your work. Write about how you give back. Write about your interests. Write about why you deserve this scholarship. Most importantly, write with energy and have fun. 

What else you need: Please provide two reference letters from either a teacher, coach, school administrator or from your manager at work.   

The scholarship will be awarded based on the essay and reference letters. The scholarship committee is looking for a recipient that demonstrates a clear direction, passion and ability to communicate. Yes, spelling and grammar will count. All applications that contain spelling and grammar errors will be looked upon with disappointment.

Deadline:  Please return essay and letters to Lori Dameron by April 29th, 2016.

Thank you for taking the time to apply for this scholarship. I wish you the best of luck and continued success. 

Applicant’s Name
_____________________________________________

Date


_____________________________________________
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Profile

Joel Zeff is a 1986 graduate of Oak Park High School. During high school, Joel was active in drama, The Northmen’s Log, and dabbled in Student Council. After a very strange competition, he was named Mr. Oak Park in 1986. He never received a scholarship while in high school, and wanted to create an award for creative, passionate and energized students. 

In 2015, Joel was inducted into the Oak Park Hall of Fame.

Today, Joel is a national speaker and humorist. Joel captivates audiences with a unique blend of hilarious improvisational comedy and essential ideas on work and life. Corporations and organizations nationwide seek him out to motivate and energize their employees on such topics as creativity, communication, teamwork, passion and fun. His first book, “Make the Right Choice: Creating a Positive, Innovative and Productive Work Life” was published by John Wiley & Sons.

After graduating from the University of Kansas in 1990, Joel worked as newspaper journalist and public relations executive. In 1994, Joel started his own consulting business. His business initially focused on helping technology and telecommunications companies with marketing, advertising and public relations. As he came in contact with so many corporate cultures, he noticed the glaring need for employees to have more fun and reenergize their creative spirit. 

He spent more than 17 years performing with one of the country’s premier improvisational comedy troupes. Joel performed at the troupe’s theater in Downtown Dallas and across the country for corporate events. As an improvisational actor, Joel also studied for a short time at the famed Second City Conservatory in Chicago, Illinois.

Joel fuses his knowledge of improvisation and his experience with the corporate world to create presentations that make a difference. His humor and style create a positive and comfortable environment for his audience that allows them to take risks and explore their creativity. His funny and poignant presentations have been met with roaring approval from hundreds of companies and organizations and thousands of audience members. Joel makes audiences laugh, but he also makes them think. Participants discover for themselves how to apply his messages to become better people and better employees.

When he is not speaking, Joel explores his own creativity and communication skills as an actor and writer. In Dallas, he was co-host of The Movie Zone on UPN 21.  He has appeared in hundreds of commercials and corporate vides for such companies as the Dallas Cowboys, Harrah’s Casino, Mydiscountbroker.com, Time Warner Cable, Pizza Hut, McDonald’s, Eagle Country Markets, and Extraco Bank, Pepsi, Pier One, Hewlett-Packard, Tyson Foods, and J.C. Penney’s. 

For more information, please visit Joel’s web site at www.joelzeff.com or https://www.facebook.com/thejoelzeff.
_1040471512

